Millican


Research Paper Game Plan
Day One:
· Have a seat and log-in to your Google account.

· Open Microsoft Word (look for a large “W” at the bottom of your screen) and open it. Use Microsoft Word to create a “Works Cited” page (see the attached sample for guidance).

· All of the sources you use will need to be cited in MLA format and typed or copied and pasted to your “Works Cited” page.

· If you use a source for any reason and you fail to put it on your “Works Cited” page, it is considered plagiarism … which is illegal.

· Continue locating reliable sources via book, Alabama Virtual Library, magazine, etc.
· Honors classes should use at least 3 different sources.

· General classes should use at least 2 different sources.

· Begin taking notes from your sources.

· Make sure to paraphrase your notes (put them in your own words).

· Even if you paraphrase material, you still need to add the source to your “Works Cited” page.

· Make sure to keep track of the sources you’re using.

· Add all used sources to your “Works Cited” page.
· If you created a personal game plan, make sure you try to follow it. Do not get bogged down by searching for tons of material. Develop a strategy, think about what you want to know about your research topic, and write your paper accordingly. 

· REMEMBER … 

· 5 sentences = 1 paragraph

· Introduction = Introduces your topic but should not include too many details about it. Introductions should grab the reader’s attention and make them want to read the rest of the paper.

· Conclusion = Summarizes your entire paper. Highlight the important information presented in your paper. You may start with the phrase “In conclusion,”.

· DAY ONE’S OBJECTIVES:

· Gather information from reliable sources.

· Take good notes from your sources (make sure to paraphrase your notes).

· Follow your personal game plan if you created one.

· HONORS = Write your introduction.
· Save all of your work.

Day Two:

· Have a seat and log-in to your Google account.

· Locate your notes from Tuesday.

· Continue using reliable sources to gather information.

· Remember, all used sources should be cited on your “Works Cited” page.

· Honors classes = 3 different sources; General classes = 2 different sources.

· When you begin writing your actual research paper, make sure you set it up to look like the sample on your “Research Paper Check List” handout.
· ALL research papers must follow this format:

· Introduction (one paragraph that introduces your topic)

· Body Paragraphs (as many as needed)

· Conclusion (one paragraph that summarizes your entire paper)

· Works Cited page (separate page containing all of the sources you used)

· If you need help citing a source, make sure to use www.easybib.com
· EasyBib will cite almost anything; don’t hesitate to use it.

· Don’t forget … you will receive a grade for taking notes. Do not copy and paste a bunch of information onto your research paper and try to reword it. Take notes either on paper, on your computer, or on notecards. The notes will serve as proof that you actually did research.
· BE SURE to save all of your work every day.

· Save it to Google Drive, save it to your flash drive, or email it to yourself.

· DAY TWO’S OBJECTIVES:

· Gather information from reliable sources.

· Take good notes from your sources (make sure to paraphrase your notes).

· GENERAL = Complete your introduction (paragraph 1). 

· If you can, begin working on your body paragraphs.
· HONORS = Complete body paragraphs 1-4.

· Try your best to accomplish at least this much.

· Save all of your work.

Day Three:
· Have a seat and log-in to your Google account.
· Continue using reliable sources to gather notes from.

· Paraphrase your notes in your own words.

· Be sure to place all sources used on your “Works Cited” page in proper MLA format (www.easybib.com).
· DAY THREE’S OBJECTIVES:
· Gather information from reliable sources.

· Take good notes from your sources (make sure to paraphrase your notes).

· GENERAL = Complete body paragraphs 1-4.

· Try to accomplish at least this much.

· HONORS = Work on completing paragraphs 5-9.
· Save all of your work.

Day Four:
· Have a seat and log-in to your Google account.

· Continue using reliable sources to gather information.

· Remember, all used sources should be cited on your “Works Cited” page.

· Honors classes = 3 different sources; General classes = 2 different sources.

· Make sure you set your research paper up to look like the sample on your “Research Paper Check List” handout.
· Remember, ALL research papers must follow this format:

· Introduction (one paragraph that introduces your topic)

· Body Paragraphs (as many as needed)

· Conclusion (one paragraph that summarizes your entire paper)

· Works Cited page (separate page containing all of the sources you used … in MLA format.)

· If you need help citing a source, make sure to use www.easybib.com
· Don’t forget … you will receive a grade for taking notes (See Day Two).

· DAY FOUR’S OBJECTIVES:

· Gather information from reliable sources.

· Take good notes from your sources (make sure to paraphrase your notes).

· GENERAL = Complete paragraphs 5-7 and your conclusion. 

· You should be finished with your paper at the end of today’s class.

· HONORS = Complete body paragraphs 5-9.

· Save all of your work.
Day Five (last day)

· Place finishing touches on your research paper.

· Make sure your paper is in the correct format…

· 12 font; Times New Roman

· Name, date, English 10, and Millican at the top-left of your first page.

· Make sure you have the correct number of pages.

· Minimum length = 2 pages plus a works cited page.

· Make sure you have the correct number of sources…

· General = 2

· Honors = 3

· Have Mrs. Moates print out your paper or plan to have it printed out and turned in by the end of the school day.

· Mrs. Moates’ email address: smoates@chilton.k12.al.us[image: image1.png]



